SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor and All Members of Sandy Town Council
The Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 11th May 2009 at 7.30pm.

6th May 2009








S M Foster









Town Clerk 
Agenda
1.  Apologies
2.  Town Mayor of Sandy

(a)  To elect the Town Mayor for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Town Mayor to take and sign the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor.

3.  Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy
(a)  To elect the Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Deputy Town Mayor to take and sign the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Deputy Town Mayor.

4.  To Receive Declarations of Interests from Members

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

(b)  Personal Interests

5.  Oral Questions from Electors
(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning Applications Received for Comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral Communications  
(See list attached)
8.  Finance and General Purposes Committee
(a)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)

(b)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale)

9.  Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee
(a)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P N Aldis)

(b)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr Mrs S J Sutton)

10.  Staffing Committee
(a)  To appoint the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.  (Committee consists of five members including the Deputy Mayor but excluding the Mayor - currently Cllrs P A Blaine, D H Gale, M P Scott, Mrs S J Sutton and G G N White).

(b)  To elect a Chairman of Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P A Blaine).

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).
11.  Audit Committee
(a)  To appoint the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.  (Committee consists of five members including the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee plus 1 other member of Council - currently Cllr D D Broughton).  

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr C Osborne)

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)
12. Sub-committees and Working Groups

Previously it appears that some sub-committees and working groups have been formed without them being given a clear remit as to their responsibilities and reporting channels.  Many were not clerked and as a result there were, on occasion, problems with miscommunication.

It is clear that a review to clarify the position of the committees and their reporting channels is necessary.
It is also clear that Members would like these meetings to be clerked but in order to minimise the number of evenings taken up each week it is suggested that meetings take place either during the working day, immediately at the end of the working day or prior to an already scheduled Council meeting. 
(Members are requested to review the Sub-Committees and Working Groups, consider if the remits are accurate or need changing, consider whether all the groups are necessary and whether some groups need to be re-categorised.  Are the reporting channels the right ones?  Is the number of meetings adequate or too many? Is the number of Members adequate?).

13.  Sandy Market - Management Sub-committee

At present this has five Members plus one stallholder – should it be reduced to four in line with other sub-committees.

Proposed Remit: To manage the Friday Market and monthly Farmers Market.  To recommend charges to stall holders, publicity and the provision of stalls, refuse collection, space for stallholders.

To meet 2 or 3 times per year?

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, D Broughton, M P Scott, Mrs S J Sutton, G G N White and R Goldman).
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr Mrs S J Sutton)
14. Communications

Four Members (one vacancy at present)

Proposed Remit: To consider content of quarterly newsletter together with the Editor.  To consider the appearance, user friendliness and content of the Town Council website.  To consider the appearance, clarity and user friendliness of Town Council correspondence with regard to maintaining a corporate identity. To consider Council literature with regard to equality of provision for the disabled and ethnic groups.

To meet 4 times per year, to coincide with the publication schedule of the newsletter.  

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year (4 members) (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, D D Broughton and S J Sutton)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year (currently Cllr P N Aldis).
15. Open Spaces 

Four Members plus one substitute

Proposed Remit: To consider the condition of and a programme of works to be carried out, in the following open spaces: Allotments, Cemetery, Churchyard, Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Beeston Green play area, The Limes Play area, Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and, when adoption is complete, Banks’ Drive Play area.  To recommend the purchase of equipment necessary for the maintenance of the areas. To consider the merits of adopting or purchasing additional open space and allotment areas in Sandy.

To meet 4 times per year.

Reports to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, D D Broughton,  M J Pettitt and M P Scott, substitute Mrs S J Sutton)

(b) To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).
16. Policies

Four Members

Proposed Remit: To review existing Town Council Policies (not concerning staff matters) each year and recommend necessary changes.  To introduce new policies in line with new legislation eg Community Engagement Policy.

To meet once per year to review policies and on ad hoc basis as necessary.

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(a)  To appoint the Policies Sub-committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs P A Blaine, C Osborne, M J Pettitt and G G N White).

(c)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr G G N White).
17. Premises

Four Members plus one substitute

Remit (previously agreed): Responsibility for all buildings owned or leased by Council with regards to: Repairs and renewals and Health and Safety.  To recommend any adaptation or modifications required to meet legislation or Council needs. To recommend any acquisitions or disposals of Council property. To develop and monitor an ongoing maintenance plan.

To meet 4 times per year.

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year. Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs M R Bartlett, D H Gale, D W Sharman and G G N White, substitute D D Broughton)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale).

18. Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee

Four Members plus 1 substitute, together with members of the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Group and Beds and Cambs Wildlife Group.

Remit: To manage the two sites in conjunction with the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Goup and the Beds and Cambs Wildlife Group.

To meet once on-site and once in the Council Chamber per year.

Reports to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (4 members) (Currently Cllrs M J Pettitt, M P Scott, D W Sharman and Mrs S J Sutton.  (Substitute:  Cllr P N Aldis)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).
19. TIC Management Sub-Committee

Four members plus 1 substitute, together with Mrs Crossman.

Proposed Remit: To manage the activities of the Tourist Information Centre including expenditure within budget and recommendation of expenditure outside budget.

To meet four times per year. 

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee.
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of four members (Currently Cllrs M R Bartlett, P A Blaine, D H Gale, G G N White. Substitute, M J Pettitt).
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P A Blaine).

20. Jenkins Pavilion Management Sub-Committee
The following groups could become one sub-committee: Sunderland Road Pavilion Working Group and Sunderland Road Pavilion Construction Working group could become the Jenkins Pavilion Management Sub-Committee.


Four Members plus 1 user representative?

Suggested remit: To be responsible for the final completion of the building (12 months after initial handover) and thereafter to undertake the management of the facility. The fabric of the building could become the responsibility of the Premises Sub-Committee. Alternatively, the whole remit could be given to the Premises Committee

To meet twice each year.

To report to Finance and General Purposes Committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (At present 5 members) (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, P A Blaine, D H Gale, D W Sharman, and one vacancy).
(b)  To confirm the co-option of Mr M Reynolds.

(c)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale).

(d)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P A Blaine).

21. Sandy Enhancement Group
The Sandy Enhancement Group occupies a special position in that it was originally started as an outside body, albeit with considerable support from the Town Council.  Its minutes have never been reported to Council apart from items which need Council input.  Council supplies it with some funding and it raises other monies in the form of grants, sales and donations. It has previously been able to make grant applications independent of the Town Council and previously entered the Anglia in Bloom Competition – it now concentrates on the appearance of the town.  In recent years membership and attendance at meetings and events has dwindled and it is proving difficult to interest membership from the general public.  At present there are three Council representatives plus a substitute, another Council Member attends on a regular basis and there are three residents who attend meetings on a regular basis.  This too could become a sub-committee of the Council involving members of the public.
Four Council Members plus residents?

Proposed Remit: Special projects to enhance the appearance of the town.  To organise and administer the Sandy in Bloom competitions.

Input into colour schemes for town planting.

Meets six times per year (perhaps this could be changed to four times).

To report to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

Either:

If the group is to remain as at present:

To appoint 3 Members to represent Council on the Group.  (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, D W Sharman and Mrs S J Sutton.  (Substitute:  Cllr R Smith).
Or:

If the group is to become a Sub-Committee of Council

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr Mrs S J Sutton).

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr N P Aldis)
22. Emergency Plan incorporating Floodplan

Four Members plus residents and Central Beds representatives

Proposed Remit: To draft an emergency plan that can be implemented in times of need, identifying clearly channels of responsibility and means of alleviating problems.

Reports to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

Meets – to be decided.
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, M R Bartlett, M J Pettitt, and Mrs S J Sutton). 
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  
23.  Fallowfield Working Group

Five Members of Council

Remit: To liaise with MBDC, developers and residents to obtain the best outcome with regard to facilities on the Open Space as possible.  This group may now be coming to the end of its remit as it is hoped facilities will be in place by the Autumn. It is proposed that this group disbands and further details are handled by either the Open Spaces Sub-committee or Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee. 

Meets – on an ad hoc basis, when necessary.

Reports to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 5 members.  (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, C Osborne, M J Pettitt, M P Scott and D W Sharman).
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)

24.  Sandy Quarterly Newsletter/Annual Report - Editor
To appoint an Editor for the Year 2009/2010 Editions of the Sandy Quarterly Newsletter and the Annual Report.  (Currently Cllr P N Aldis, Sub-editor Cllr D D Broughton)
25. Youth Forum Working Group

Four Members of Council together with representatives of the Youth Service and Cllr Lynch

This project has so far, failed in its attempts to set up a Youth Council.  It is proving difficult to attract young people to attend meetings and needs new suggestions to re-invigorate the project if it is to continue.

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee

(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year. Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, P O Jones, C Osborne and P J Sharman)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year (currently Cllr P N Aldis).
26. Car Park Working Group

Four members plus representative of Chamber of Trade

Remit: To investigate options for the restriction of parking in the Town Centre Car Park. May only need one more meeting to review the scheme and consider re-marking the car park. Alternatively this responsibility could be given to Open Spaces Sub-committee or Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee and the working group disbanded.

Reports to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee.

If not disbanded:
(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs D H Gale, C Osborne, M J Pettitt and M P Scott)

(b) To confirm the co-option of Mrs S Jones.

(c)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr C Osborne).

27. Police Liaison Group

Four Members plus Inspector Egan and Sandy Neighbourhood Team

Members may consider that with the introduction of the Community Safety Forum and the attendance of the Sandy Beat Manager at most Town Council meetings that this group could be disbanded.

Reports to Finance and General Purposes Committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of four members (Currently Cllrs P A Blaine, D D Broughton, D H Gale and D W Sharman).  
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale).

28.  Election of Representatives to Outside Bodies
To elect representatives of the Council to serve on outside bodies. 
(See list attached)
29.  To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

*+  (a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 30th March 2009.
*+  (b)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 20th April 2009.
+ = Previously Circulated.

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.
30.  Reports from Representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
31.  Clerk’s Report
To receive and consider Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)
32.  Annual Parish Meeting
(a)  To note the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 27th April 2009.  (previously circulated)
(b)  To agree any actions required.

33.  Oral Questions from Electors
On matters raised during the meeting.
*34. Baptist Chapel
To receive reports from working groups set up to consider this.  (Copy of report from costing’s group attached).

35.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Sections (8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20/4/09

29/09


	09/00578/FULL

Mr R Beaty 

Sandy Village Hall Management Committee

Sandy Village Hall

Engayne Avenue Sandy

SG19 1BN
	Full application for extension to form function/meeting room and alterations to access building. Enclosure to form yard at Sandy Village Hall, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Sandy Upper School, 22,24,26,28,30, and 32 Maple Road, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

11/5/09
	

	20/4/09

30/09


	09/00580/FULL

Mr D Lakin 

Aragon Housing Association

Katherines House

Dunstable Stree

Ampthill

Bedfordshire

MK45 2JP
	Full application for residential development of 11 No. 1 – 3 bed houses and 8 No 1 -2 bed apartments with associated access at 58 - 60 High Street ,Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4,5,6,7,8,9 Roman View, 18 Ongley Court, 3,4,5,6 Brandreth Place, 54,101 and 103 High Street, Sandy notified.


	
	Town Council

11/5/09
	

	1/5/09

31/09


	MB/09/00332/    Full

Mr D Wright

101a St Neots Rd

Sandy

SG19 1BP


	Full application for two storey side extension & single storey front extension to form granny annexe at 101a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 101,101b,142 and 144 St Neots Road, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

11/5/09
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


 Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council – 11.5.09
7.  Mayoral Communications

	3.4.09
	With the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Kempston’s Charity Dinner at the King William IV Public House in Kempston.

	6.4.09
	Met with Cllr & Mrs M Scott to finalise plans for the Mayor’s ball.

	15.4.09
	Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of St Neots Charity Chinese Evening.

	17.4.09
	Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Houghton Regis Charity Karaoke Evening and Supper at the Dunstablians Rugby Club.

	19.4.09
	With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s Charity Sunday Lunch at The Old Court House.

	19.4.09
	Attended, with the Mayoress, Cllr & Mrs Gale, the Mayor of Peterborough’s Charity ‘Last night of the Proms’ concert at The Key Theatre.

	20.4.09
	Supported by the Mayoress and other Councillors, re-opened with C.Cllr Blaine the new extended Library.

	24.4.09
	Supported by the Mayoress and other Councillors and partners attended the St. George’s Day Civic Charity Ball at Shuttleworth College.

	25.4.09
	With the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor, other Councillors and partners attended the official opening of the Jenkins Pavilion by Sir Trevor Brooking.

	26.4.09
	Attended, with the Mayoress and other Councillors and partners the 1st Sandy Scout Group’s St. George’s Day Parade and church service at St. Swithun’s Church.

	3.5.09
	With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’ Civic Service at St. Vincent’s R.C. Church.

	5.5.09
	Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Peterborough’s Celebration Dinner at the Town Hall.

	6.5.09
	Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Wisbech’s Outgoing Reception and meal.

	10.5.09
	Supported by the Mayoress, other Councillors and partners, attended Sandy’s Civic Service at St. Swithun’s Church.


Deputy Mayor
26.4.09 Attended the Mayor of Biggleswade’s Civic Service at St 

Andrew’s Church, Biggleswade.

10.5.09 Attended the Mayor of Arlesey’s Civic Service at St Peter’s

Church, Arlesey.
Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council - 11.5.09

28.  Election of Representatives to Outside Bodies


1.
JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE



No representation as of 1st April 2009.
2.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
1 Representative

Cllr P A Blaine

3.
SANDY CHARITIES (incorporating Leeds Smith Trust) 1 Representative


Cllr D W J Sharman
4.
SANDY TWINNING ASSOCIATION


1 Representative


Cllr M J Pettitt


Substitute:  Cllr P A Blaine
5.
SANDY SPORTS AND LEISURE ASSOCIATION
1 Representative


Cllr P A Blaine
6.
BEDFORDSHIRE TOWN COUNCILS GROUP
 3 Representatives


Cllr C Osborne
(As Mayor)

Cllr G G N White  (As Deputy Mayor

Cllr P A Blaine

Substitute:  Vacancy
7.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP
     3 Representatives


Cllr M P Scott


Cllr G G White
One vacancy
8.
SANDY SQUADRON AIR TRAINING CORPS - PARENTS AND FRIENDS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Cllr D W J Sharman




       1 Representative
9.
A1 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE


Cllr R J Smith
10.
AGE CONCERN – BEDFORDSHIRE – TALK OF THE TOWN
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE




1 Representative

Cllr R Smith








11.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL – HIGHWAYS LIAISON MEMBER










1 Representative

Cllr D H Gale
12.
SANDY YOUNG PEOPLE’S YOUTH CLUB
2 Representatives
Cllr P O Jones

Cllr P J Sharman






Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council – 11.5.09
31.  Clerk's Report
(1)  Accounts 1.4.08 to 31.3.09
To receive the list of Receipts and Payments for March 2009. 

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
(2)  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 31.3.09
To receive the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for quarter ended 31st March 2009.

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
N.B.  These are not the formal End of Year Accounts.
(3) Ivel Road Bridleway Bridge

Recently the Town Council was asked by Central Bedfordshire Council to inspect the new bridge across the Ivel at the bottom of Ivel Road.  Complaints had been received from some residents that their properties were overlooked from the new bridge. If necessary modifications could be made to the bridge parapet at a cost of £11,000.
Six Council Members, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk attended the meeting.  The consensus of opinion was that there was very little overlooking of properties and that most could only be intruded upon with some effort.  Members felt that there was no need to modify the bridge.

Further discussion focused on the width of the bridleway leading from the bridge to Ivel Road – some Members thought that it was too wide, however it was explained that it had to be constructed to the statutory width for bridleways.

(Town Council is requested to confirm that the bridge need not be modified and to write to Central Bedfordshire Council to this effect).

(4) Fishing Rights – The Riddy

The Town Council leases the fishing rights on the Riddy to the Biggleswade and Hitchin Angling Association.  The latest three year agreement has come to an end and the Clerk has approached the Association to see if they wish to extend the lease for another three years.  They have indicated that they would like to and the rent for the first year would be £414.00, subject to annual increases in line with RPI (to be fixed at the Town Council’s Annual Estimates meeting).

In addition to the Association the Town Council allows residents of Sandy and Beeston to obtain a free licence to fish on the Riddy.

(Town Council is requested to agree the lease with Biggleswade and Hitchin Angling Association for another three years.)
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